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Will the Minister for Population Welfare explain the following:-
1) In Azad Jammu and Kashmir, what is the implementation status of CCl Approved

Recommendations on Alarming Population Growth dated 19-11-2018, in defined eight

core areas, which too has the backing of Judgment of Supreme Court of Pakistan?

2) The Population Task Force constituted in Azad Jammu and Kashmir vide Notification
dated 10-01-2019, provides for convening its meeting after every four months under the
chairmanship of Prime Minister. While the 2nd Population Task Force Meeting was
convened on 09-11-2021 and despite lapse of around one year, why the said meeting has
not been convened so far, which ostensibly highlights low priority of the Govt. for
implementation of CCI recommendations, SDGs and women empowerment.

3) What is the status of recommendations of High Powered Committee constituted vide
OrderNo. S&GAD/G-7(77)/2021 dated August 20, 2021, to look into the viable modalities
and implementation mechanism for opting the most suitable option based on the best
practices? If the recommendations are withdrawn what is the logic behind it viz:

(i) Does the Govt. not assigning any priority for women to ensure their health safety
and wellbeing by providing them integrated facilities of family planning and
reporductive health care under one roof which necessitates the merger of
Population and health Department?

(i) What are the reasons for undermining the reproductive health issues of women
folk in Azad Jammu and Kashmir which constitutes over 51% of our total
population? if the recommendations are unilaterally revoked on the pressure of
employees of population welfare department, does this not envisage arbitrary and
discriminatory act on the part of the Govt. which also impliedly amounts to

compromising the 2030 Agenda of Sustainable Development?

il

1) Implementation Status of CCl Recomendations.
In pursuance of CCl, Recommendations, like other Provinces, Costed Action plan of
AJ&K was prepared by the consultants hired by Ministry of National Helath Services,

Regulations & Coordination, Islamabad with the consultation of Population Welfare

Depatment, AJK, and submitted with financial modalities to the tune of PKR 3055.279
million for approval. Costing of this action plan revised to the tune of PKR. 2521.230
million by Ministry of National Health Services, Regulations & Coordination, Islamabad.
AJK being special area falls within responsiility of Fdedral Govt. Thereform in AJEK,
Implementation of CCl Recomendation could only be possible if funds against Costed
Action Plan will be provided by Federal Governmetn. However, for FY 2021-22 pooled
procurement of contraceptives for AJ&K, GB and ICT is sucessfully exercised at M/o
NHSR&C.
2. Meeting of Population Task Force in AJ&K.

The Gowvt. of AJ&K has complete realization for the impact of rapied growth in population
and shal leave no stone unturned for its managment and rationalization. Despite several

financial constraints, AJ&K Government has shifted 752 employees of Population Welfare

(¢))
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Department since 2017, Furthermore, gpe,auonal budget Is also allocated in normal
budget from the FY 2021-22 to carry out yninterrupted fied activitives of the department
which illustrates the commitment of AJak Government towards the important issue of
Family Planning & Reproductive Health.

As far as meeting of Population Task Force are concerned, two Meetings of AJ&K Force

convened on Ocober, 07,2020 and November 09,2021 respectively 3rd meeting will be

held soon.

Status of Reommendatios of Committee Constituted for Integration of Health and

Populatio Welfare Departments.

Recommendations of the said committee have been withdrawn by the Government

keeping in view the followin facts:-

i) In all provinces of Pakistan, Population Welfare & Health Deparmtnet are
functioning in separate capacity, to provide specialized services. By realizing the
importance of Family, Planning and Reproductive Health, the AJ&K Government
established Population Welfare Department, AJ&K is already providing Family
Planning and Reproductive Health Services in all over AJ&K in close coordination
with health department.

ii) Service Delivery Centers of Population Welfare Department, AJ&K are
specialized for provision of FP & RH services. These centers are mostly located in
rural areas of AJ&K. Furthermore, these centers not only provide commodities but
also provide, counseling and advices in a very trustful and friendly environment
within the premises of the centers and during door to door visits of field staff.

a) Health Department is already overburdened for provision of different
types of services to the people of AJ&K. By integrating both departments,
field staff of Population Welfare Department will be engaged for provision
of other services instead provision of FY & RH services like staff of
National Program for Family Planning & Primary Health and MNCH
Program. Therefore, Family Planning and Reproductive Health Services
which are effectively being provided to the people of AJ&K will be serverly
affected.

b) There is no reality in the point that reproductive health issue of women
folk in AJ&K are being undermined. But the fact is this that Population
Welfare Department, AJ&K with limited resources is providing best
services for the betterment of reproductive helath of women of AJ&K.
This is evident from the different survey reports, and 2017 census results
that Anual Growth Rate of AJ&K has been dropped from 2.1% to 1.63%.
Total Fertility Rate has been dropped from 3.6 live births per women to
3.4 live births and Contraceptive Prevalence Rate has been increased
from 28% to 34.4%.

Furthermore, by realizing the importance of reproductive health, the Government
of AJ&K has recently approved the proposal to estabish 30 new Family Welfare

Centers in hard areas of AJ&K.
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) As per Article 31 of AJ8K Interim Constitution, 1974, the tax collection in

)

)

the territory of Azad Jammu & Kashmir (excluding duties of customs) is the
responsibility of Azad Government of the State of Jammu& Kashmir. Z/.::“’ "

The Inland Revenue Department deals with collection of Direct Taxes and
Indirect Taxes. As per record, the annual tax collection of Financial Year
2021-22 stands at 31.124 billion. Tax collection from employees for the
Financial year 2021-22 remained at Rs. 1.566 billion whereas from other
taxpayers, the tax collection was at Rs. 29.558 billion.(,.<*)

It is explained that for the Financial year 2022-23, the Inland Revenue
Department has been assigned annual target of Rs. 36.500 billion against
which the tax collection during firstt quarter (July to September 2022)

remained at Rs. 8.603 billion. (s.<”)
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